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New Media and Political Awareness: The Role of News
Accounts on the Social Media Platform, Twitter, in Shaping
the Political Awareness of Saudi University Students

Shuaa Aljasir

This study aims to identify the role of new media, specifically Twitter, in
shaping the political awareness of Saudi university students. This field study’s
data come from questionnaires given to a sample of 497 university students. The
results reveal that the most important features of Twitter that prompt the sample
to rely on it heavily are its speed and ease of accessing news. The development of
political knowledge and an understanding of current events are the most important
objectives for which the respondents rely on news accounts on Twitter. Following
these accounts significantly increases the respondents’ desires to develop their
political knowledge, encourages them to share their views on political issues, and
allows them the freedom to express these views. The study reveals statistically
significant positive relationships between both the degree to which the respondents
depend on news accounts posted on Twitter to obtain political knowledge as well as
their objectives and the respondents’ formation of political awareness. Significant
differences across selected demographic variables are also found in the role played
by these accounts in the formation of the respondents’ political awareness.

Keywords: New Media — Social Media — Twitter — News Accounts - Political
Awareness — University Youth.
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